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Course Description 

 Nasreddin is a highly popular trickster character of the Middle East. The Persians call 

him Molla Nasreddin, the Turks call him Hoja Nasreddin, while in the Arab world he is 

known as Joha.  His clever saying and foolish deeds deal with ageless human dilemmas, 

narrow-mindedness, and arrogance. They also address social and cultural concerns such 

as unfulfilled bodily desires and stifling rituals. During this quarter, students will read a 

collection of Nasreddin short stories in Persian to become familiar with the trickster trope 

and gain proficiency in the language. By the end of the term students will learn how to 

write précis of these short tales, discuss them in Persian, and in general develop a greater 

mastery of the language and culture.    

 

Required Texts 

Salahi, Omran. Molla Nasreddin. Tehran : Abrang Press, 2007 

 

Important dates: 

Last day to drop the course:  February 6, 2012 

Final Examination: Monday, March 19, 12:30-1:45 PM 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADES:   
 

GRADES AND EXAMS               
Students will be divided into two levels in the first week of class, based on their reading 

and writing proficiency in Persian, and given corresponding levels of assignments and 

exams.   

  

Please maintain a portfolio of completed assignments and submit to the instructor on the 

last day of class.  

Your grade will be based on the following:  

- Class participation: 20% 
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- Assignments: 20% 

- Midterm exam: 20% 

- Final exam: 20 % 

- Essay: 20% 

 

Essay: In addition to daily assignments, you are required to write a paper on the “Muslim 

Trickster Trope on the Internet” in consultation with the instructor (5 pages). By the end 

of the fourth week, you should have started your research.    

 

Unannounced quizzes will be part of the assignments. 

 

Late Assignments: Except in rare cases there will be no exam make-ups. Also, please 

don’t send your assignments via email. Bring hard copies to class. If you miss class for 

whatever reason, place a copy of your assignment in the envelope on my door before the 

next class session.  

 

Attendance Policy 
Daily preparedness and participation in class discussions is mandatory.  More than three 

(3) excused, or unexcused, absences will adversely affect your final grade. In some cases 

regular attendance may enhance your final grade.  

 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS  

 

Week 1 (January 10-12):   

 

January 10:  Introductions 

 

January 12:  Lecture on the Trickster Trope 

 

Week 2 (January 17-19):   

Readings 
 

January 17:  

 

(۵۴۱)ًواز جوعَ ( ۵۴۱)اجٌَ ( ۵۴۱) ذیا یش ًوخذا را خْ( ۵۴۱) یکتاب خْاً( ۵۴۱)الاغ گوشذٍ   

 

January 19: 

(۵۱۱)تسرگ شِر ( ۵۴۱)عرعر خر ( ۵۴۱)جْاب الاغ ( ۵۴۱) يیّسظ زه  

 

Week 3 (January 24-26):  

Readings 

 

January 24: 

 

(۵۱۱)تْ  ایهي ( ۵۱۱)دّتارٍ خر شذٍ  ( ۵۱۱)  ستیگٌاُکار ک( ۵۱۵)تَ اى در  يیا( ۵۱۵) یقاض  

 



January 26: 

 

(۵۱۱)خاعر  ٌاىیاعو( ۵۱۱) ذیتثخش(۵۱۱)دست ّ شکن  یگْاُ( ۵۱۱)شوارش ( ۵۱۱) پا یصذا  

(۵۱۱) یددر  ( ۵۱۱) خْاب خْش   

 

Week 4 (January 31-February 2):  

 

Readings 

 

January 31: 

 

(۵۱۱) قَیخْش سل( ۵۱۵)درش عثرت ( ۵۱۵) ییصرفَ جْ( ۵۱۱)استراحت هلا  ( ۵۱۱) یًاگِاً یتلا  

(۵۱۱)شرط ( ۵۱۱)کراهت      

 

February 2: 

 

( ۵۱۱) یلج ّ لجثاز( ۵۱۱)زى  فَیّظ( ۵۱۴)تخت چِار ًفرٍ ( ۵۱۱)حساب درست ( ۵۱۱) یغرفَ تِشت  

(۵۱۱)تأثر ّ تأسف   

 

 

Week 5 (February 7-9):  

Readings 

 

February 7: Assignment: Write a commentary on the following Youtube video:   

www.youtube.com/watch?v=#23FFAA 

 

February 9:  

 

( ۵۱۱)سٌگ ّ ترازّ ( ۵۱۱)زى لْچ ( ۵۱۱)گردًثٌذ ( ۵۱۱)شتر ّ قلادٍ ( ۵۱۱) لیزى رل( ۵۱۴)ّزى گرتَ   

 

Week 6 (February 14-16):  

 

February 14:  First Midterm 

 

February 16: Assignment: Write a commentary on the following article in English, 

“Mullahs to Donkeys: Cartooning in Azerbaijan” available on 

http://www.english.ufl.edu/imagetext/archives/v5_3/mandaville/ 

 

Week 7 (February 21-23):  

Readings 

 

February 21: 

 

(۵۱۱)فرزًذ صالح ( ۵۱۱) یدست ّ دل تاز( ۵۱۱)زتاى هردم ( ۵۱۱) یخْاستگار( ۵۱۵)ًْزاد   

(۵۱۱)اصل هغلة   

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxfuE6SZYcM


February 23: 

  

(۱۵۱)داًن  یًو(۱۵۱)ًشاًَ حواقت ( ۱۵۱)تشٌْ ّ تاّر ًکي ( ۱۱۱)در هسجذ         

( ۱۱۱)هِواى هلا ( ۱۱۱)ًجات خذا ( ۱۱۱)شاُذ ( ۱۱۱)دم خرّش ( ۱۵۱)کٌذ  یفرق ه َیقض  

 

Week 8 (February 28 - March 1):  

 

Film: Marmulak (The Lizard) 

 

Week 9 (March 6-8)  

 

March 6:  Presentations of your essays 

 

March 8.  Second Midterm 

 

Week 10 (March 13-15):   

 

Presentations of your essays 

 

MONDAY, MARCH 19: FINAL EXAM 12:30-1:45 PM; HSSB 4020 

 

 


